Germany 2007
June 7 - July 1
Viadrina University Summer Program

Students who went:
Kency Camacho, Criminal Justice
Andrea Durazo, Liberal Studies
Reyna Melendez, Criminal Justice
Brenda Durazo, Undeclared

" | never imagined | would study
abroad. Germany wasn't really a
country | had learned to visit. One
day my sister came home with a
brochure of a summer program in
Viadrina University. She was really excited about it, and so was I, but deep in

my thoughts | didn't  believe we would ever really go, so | didn't think much of it.
The number one reason | didn't see this trip as a possibility was my overprotec-
tive mother. It would take an army of people to convince her how great this
opportunity was and how much it would enrich our lives. After countless inter-
views with Mrs. Ungson, the International Programs Coordinator, and after

weeks of begging, my mother gave us permission to go. Once we were in Ger-
many, we would call her everyday to let her know how things were going, the
amazing people we met, the new things we were learning, and all the beauti-

ful places we were visiting. | believe that summer benefited me in that it made
me more independent and less afraid of the world and new things, and it

benefited my mother in that it helped her let go of her little girls so that
they would grow into young women.
Summer of 2007 has been the best summer of my life! | met wonderful people

from all over the world that | still keep in touch with, and will for  many, many,
years to come. | grew even closer to my sister who was also part of the pro-
gram, and | learned so much about European culture, history, and Life. | love

that | can contribute so much more to situations because of the experi-

ences I've lived. One day | hope to share those wonderful fun experiences with
my children and grandchildren. And of course | will encourage them, and eve-
ryone else to study abroad. Itistruly an enriching experience that helps you

grow as a person. If you have the opportunity, please, don't let it pass you by!"

Brenda Durazo
01 February 2008






